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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: [TROUPE DIRECTOR NAME]
   [EMAIL]

THEATRE EDUCATION IN THE SPOTLIGHT IN MARCH
Students at [SCHOOL] Lead Community Advocacy Efforts


[CITY, STATE, DATE]—Students at [SCHOOL] are joining the national grassroots effort called Theatre in Our Schools Month (TIOS) to advocate for the benefits of theatre education in schools. Members of International Thespian Society (ITS) Troupe #### are drawing attention to the need for increased access to quality theatre programs for all students.

To get the word out, students are [DESCRIBE SPECIAL ACTIVITY FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OR TIOS ACTIVITIES].

The ITS is the theatre honor society for middle and high school students. These Thespians plan and implement TIOS activities in their schools, in their communities, and with elected officials. The presentations and activities explain how theatre education positively shapes students’ lives by instilling necessary life skills. TIOS Month is an opportunity for students, parents, communities, school boards, and elected officials to come together to and make theatre education more available to all students. One of the key messages is that theatre skills help students develop vital 21st-century skills like communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking, as well as social/emotional skills critical to students’ growth as young adults.

For example, according to The College Board, in 2015, students who took four years of arts classes in high school scored an average of 92 points higher on their SATs than students who only took one half year or less. But, according to the U.S. Department of Education, only 28 percent of high schools in high poverty areas offer theatre instruction. 

According to a 2018 poll, 72 percent of Americans believe the arts unify our communities regardless of age, race, and ethnicity, and more than 90 percent believe students should receive an education in the arts in elementary, middle, and high school. The poll, “Americans Speak Out About the Arts in 2018,” was conducted by Americans for the Arts. 

To see ITS Troupe XXXX in action, come to [INSERT UPCOMING TIOS ACTIVITY OR UPCOMING PRODUCTION INFORMATION WITH TICKET INFORMATION].



Theatre in Our Schools is jointly sponsored by the American Alliance for Theatre & Education (AATE) and the Educational Theatre Association (EdTA). For more information about TIOS, visit schooltheatre.org/tios and follow #TheatreInOurSchools on social media.

About the Educational Theatre Association 
The Educational Theatre Association, home to the Educational Theatre Foundation and International Thespian Society, is an international nonprofit whose mission is shaping lives through theatre education. The foundation provides essential financial support to enhance theatre education, expand access, and foster racial equity. The International Thespian Society, an honor society active in nearly 5,000 schools, has inducted 2.4 million students since 1929. Visit schooltheatre.org to learn how EdTA honors students, supports teachers, and influences public opinion that theatre education is essential for building life skills.

About the American Alliance for Theatre & Education
The American Alliance for Theatre & Education (AATE), among the most recognized arts education organizations, works to ensure that every young person experiences quality theatre arts in their lives provided by proficient, talented artists and educators. Based in Washington, DC, AATE continues to advocate for arts education, serving as a national co-sponsor of Arts Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill and on the leadership team of the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS). AATE co-authored the National Standards for Theatre Education K-12, sits on the Arts Education Partnership steering committee as well as the Arts Education National Advisory Council, and serves on the editorial board of the Arts Education Policy Review.
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